1. A man, aged 69, suffering from severe melancholia, with insomnia and great agitation, had a pulse rate of 72, while his blood pressure was 164/78 mm. Hg. The tongue was thickly coated, and the urine highly concentrated, with a heavy precipitate of phosphates and calcium oxalate; its specific gravity was 1020, and there was present a minute trace of albumin, but no sugar. In three days the blood pressure fell to 130/70 mm., with a definite improvement in his mental and phvsical condition.
2. A man, aged 69, with an " anxiety state," insomnia, and extreme agitation, had a blood pressure of 112/70 mm. only.
3. A male psychasthenic, aged 40, had a blood pressure of 105/52 mm. He complained of vertigo, loss of power of concentration and of memory, coldness of the extremities, and a constant sense of abdominal distension. The heart and urine were normal, and there was no ascites. On the assumption that he suffered from cerebral anaemia, his medical attendant had prescribed tablets of suprarenal substance for several weeks. When ephedrine hydrochloride (in 1/2-grain doses night and morning) was substituted, his blood pressure rose to 126/70 mm., with definite relief of his circulatory and psychological symptoms.
The characteristic hypertension of melancholia, as compared with the hypotension of neurasthenia, psychasthenia, and hypochondriasis, is of great importance in differential diagnosis and prognosis.-I am, etc.,
Great 'Missenden, Bucks, Aug. 25tli.
SHORTENING AN ELONGATED UVULA FOR THE
CURE OF COUGH SIR,-Mr. Bedford Russell, in his interesting and instructive paper on " Sore. throats of other than tonsillar origin," condemns (British Medical Journal, September 12th, p. 487) the " erstwhile fashionable operation of cutting off a piece of a lengthened uvula with a view to curing a cough," and states that " it was utterly unsuccessful in achieving its purpose." I beg most humbly to demur from this opinion and to assert that in many appropriate cases I have found it absolutely successful. I hope in the near future to offer a description of what I consider suitable cases with reports of a consecutive series in support of my contention.-I am, etc., London, Sept. 15th. JAMES DUNDAs-GRANT.
THE SINO-AUJRICULAR NODE SIR,-In my obituary notice of the late Group Captain Mlartin Flack, which was written hurriedly, I did not express fully enough the debt which Flack owed to Sir Arthur Keith, who had been looking for the sino-auricular node in human hearts sent to him by Sir James Mackenzie, and who put Flack on to examine the mole's heart, where evidence of the node was clearly found. The anatomical discovery was then verified experimentally on the living animal by Flack.-I am, etc., Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks, Sept. 11th.
LEONARD HILL.
MORTUARY INSCRIPTIONS STR,-TO one whose Latinitv has kept enough of thirdform quality, the inspection of ancient mortuary inscriptions in church and cathedral lends an added interest as, with pocket dictionary in hand, he scans the stony memorials of post-mortem virtue or recognizes that common causes of premature mortality were as much in evidence then as now. One such cause, however, has ceased to be noted on fuierary marble, for variola has come under control, and Jenner's work has put an end to much stone-mason's labour. As most of the Latin is in oratio directa, the interpretation is not difficult, and its quality is what Dr. Parr called " good English Latin " when listening to a lecture at the College of Physicians. So, Sir, an it please you, I will put down a few instances gathered in holiday rambles.
In Canterbury Cathedral, the south transept, on a large flat black marble or slate ledger stone, is an inscription to the son of the Rev. Thomas Ralph Blomer, S.T.P., who died in 1719, at the age of 10, from " Morbo Ambiguo et inclementi "; and it goes on to add: "Et Heu! Necquicquam invocatai Medicina." Do you know of a neater or more concentrated translation of " Physicians were in vain " ? So, in Bath Abbey, Eliza Peirce " ended a sickly life by sudden death caused by an inward imposthume" in 1671-possibly the bursting of a pulmonary abscess or some other form of tuberculous accumulation. In the same way, in the chancel of Thurnham Church, Kent, there is a really beautiful marble tablet, and on it is an inscription to Mary Dering, daughter of the vicar, who died in 1725, 
